274                        THE MOHAMMEDANS.
Hu-lie in the Si yu. As Hu-lie-wu is the Chinese transcription of Hulagu, the name of the conqueror of Western Asia, it is possible that originally " a man belonging to Hn-la-gu " was intended. Both Alai-eddm and Ismael were Persian engineers expert at the construction and working of catapults. They had been sent from Persia to China in 1271, and their machines were employed at the siege of Siang-yang-fu.662
The biography of Ismael's son I-ho-di-ya-rh-ding is found in chapter cxxxvii.
In chapter xlvni., on astronomy, mention is made of Dja-ma-la-ding, a Persian astronomer, who in 1267 presented to Kubilai seven Persian astronomical instruments, of which a brief description is given. They are enumerated by their Persian names. He is said to have also presented a new scheme of chronography.683
The historians of the Ming period always term the Mohammedans Hui-Jiui ; and, as has been stated above, this is the name also by which all professors of Islam in Ohina proper, as well as in Central and Western Asia, are known to the Chinese in our days.
662 Compare d'Ohsson, lii 355, about an able military engineer in the fortiess of Mayafarfan (Moaferm) See also M. Polo, n 141.
61)3 See A. Wylie's interesting article on the Mongol astronomical instruments in Peking, 1876.